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What is a No Objection?

• A condition for approval of all funding proposals submitted to the 
Green Climate Fund.

The No objection procedure is a national process carried out by the 
country’s National Designated Authority (NDA) on all projects and 
programmes intending to apply for funding from the GCF.



Purpose

To ensure consistency with national climate change strategies and plans
to provide country ownership via effective direct and indirect public 
and private sector financing by the Fund.

• JNAP2

• Climate Change Policy

• TSDF II

• Sector Plans

• All other climate-driven strategies



Figure 1. Tonga NDA NObP Implementation Arrangement

Step 1

Proponent's 
Task

Step 2

JNAP 
Secretariat’s 

Task 

Step 3

JNAP 
Taskforce's Task

Step 4
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- Formulates project idea(s) by completing Project Concept Form in Annex 1;

- Submits Form to the JNAP Secretariat under the Department of Climate Change, MEIDECC;

- Responsible for preparing all relevant information and supporting data for development of 
project concept note(s).

- Evaluates project idea(s) against Project Concept Pre-evaluation in Annex 2;

- Schedules JNAP Task Force meeting to review project idea(s) and provide secretarial support 
in facilitating the NObP;

- Responsible for communicating recommendation/decision between JNAP Task Force, NDA 
and Proponent.

- Reviews project idea(s) using Project Screening Report in Annex 3;

- May request additional expertise relevant to project idea if not found within the JNAP Task 
Force;

- Responsible for providing NDA with recommendation based on screening results.

- Makes a decision based on the recommendations of the JNAP Task Force;

- Issues Letter of Request to Accredited Entity to develop full proposal for submission to GCF;

- Responsible for submitting No Objection Letter in support of project concept to ensure 
NObP was followed.
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Annex 1. Project Concept Form
Step 1 – To be submitted by the Proponent

• The proponent, which will be 
the executing entity (EE), can 
be a government 
ministry/agency or non-
government organization 
including private sector. The 
EE, in partnership with an 
accredited entity (AE), will 
develop the project idea into a 
concept note and later into a 
full proposal. There may be 
more than one EE or AE 
involved in the development 
of a project.



Annex 2. Project Concept Pre-evaluation
Step 2 – To be completed by the JNAP Secretariat

• How were the stakeholders and communities consulted, and what 
concerns and feedback were raised?

• Has the concept or project assessed potential environmental and social 
risks, and were the risks shared and discussed among stakeholders and 
agreed solutions to address those risks were identified?

• Does the project have the support of stakeholders and communities?

• What are the gender aspects of the project that provided equal 
considerations and opportunity to males and females?

• Is there similar work happening in the project’s focus area? Have the 
differences, similarities or how existing and proposed activities 
complement or reinforce each other?



Annex 3. Project Screening Report
Step 3 – JNAP Task Force

• The JNAP Task Force is to 
make recommendations 
based on the screening 
reports to the NDA for 
granting no objection 
letter of support for 
project idea/concept.



NDA role

• The NDA is responsible for issuing a letter of request to the 
appropriate accredited entity to develop the project concept note 
and proposal against the GCF’s standards. A No Objection Letter 
should be provided to the GCF Secretariat in conjunction with any 
submission of a funding proposal seeking funding.


